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Abstract: 

Archaeological research into hunting and gathering societies is traditionally dominated by approaches 

towards the deep past of humanity that attempt to explain human behaviours in universalist terms 

with reference to evolutionary frameworks. However, postcolonial critique and ontological awareness 

increasingly lead to trends to counteract this through research conducted collaboratively together 

with or under the leadership of Indigenous communities. This situation not only has an impact on the 

aims and practice of archaeological research and the role of the latter in cultural heritage 

management, it also impacts on the understanding of archaeological inference itself through the 

inclusion of multi-vocal approaches, the consideration of traditional ecological knowledge and critical 

approaches to the concept of humanity. Community-based, symmetrical, and long-term collaborative 

research projects can contribute much-needed new perspectives onto contemporary global concerns 

such as social inequality, climate change, and Indigenous sovereignty. They can be transformative 

through an openness towards ontological possibilities and variable life worlds/ways and can 

contribute to progressive social and political agendas in the fields of cultural continuation and survival. 

For this plenary session, we welcome contributions that address these topics at the interface between 

archaeology, anthropology, and Indigenous community concerns. Papers should engage with 

frameworks that enable collaborative dialogues between Indigenous knowledge holders, academics, 

and cultural heritage management specialists. This plenary is open to individuals or groups of various 

career stages and affiliation. We especially invite contributors that identify as Indigenous and/or 

collaborate with Indigenous communities, are from disadvantaged or underrepresented countries and 

minority groups. Priority will be given to papers which present new frameworks for understanding 

past and present life worlds and participatory approaches to the study of hunter-gatherer societies. 

All talks of the plenary session will be streamed live on YouTube. 
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